
Pupils might have seen people wearing poppies. Do they know why this is? 
 
The poppy is a symbol of hope and peace. It reminds us about the service and 
sacrifice of the men and women all over the world who have fought in wars so that 
we can keep our way of life. 
 
At 11am on the 11th November 1918, the First World War ended. For this reason, we 
are silent for two minutes at 11am on 11th November every year so that we can 
remember the people who have served our country in that war and all the wars since 
then. 
 
As well as wearing poppies and having a one minute silence, there are other ways we 
can remember. Does anyone know what these might be? 
 
The images represent: a two minute silence, wearing a poppy, attending a 
remembrance service, visiting a war memorial, finding out about your family’s 
connection to service 



Students might have seen people wearing poppies. Do they know what the poppy 
symbolises? 
 
The poppy is a symbol of hope and peace. It reminds us about the service and 
sacrifice of the men and women all over the world who have fought in wars so that 
we can keep our way of life. 
 
At 11am on the 11th November 1918, the First World War ended. For this reason, we 
are silent for two minutes at 11am on 11th November every year so that we can 
remember the people who have served our country in that war and all the wars since 
then. 
 
As well as wearing poppies and having a two minute silence, there are other ways we 
can remember. Discuss the images and encourage students to share ways they 
remember. 
 
The images represent: a two minute silence, wearing a poppy, attending a 
remembrance service, visiting a war memorial, finding out about your family’s 
connection to service 
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Explain the term ‘ally’: a country who works with another country to solve a problem. 
 
See whether students know or can guess some of the countries who were our allies 
in WWII. In total, 46 countries signed a document agreeing to work together in WWII: 
 
Australia 
Belgium 
Bolivia 
Brazil 
Canada 
Chile 
China 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Cuba 
Czechoslovakia (now Czech Republic and Slovakia) 
Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 
Egypt 



El Salvador 
Ethiopia 
France 
Greece 
Guatemala 
Haiti 
Honduras 
Pre-partition India (now India, Pakistan and Bangladesh) 
Iran 
Iraq 
Lebanon 
Liberia 
Luxembourg 
Mexico 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua 
Norway 
Panama 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Philippines 
Poland 
South Africa 
Soviet Union (now 15 countries: Armenia, Moldova, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Georgia, Azerbaijan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Belarus, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, 
Ukraine, Kazakhstan, and Russia) 
Syria 
Turkey 
United Kingdom 
United States 
Uruguay 
Venezuela 
Yugoslavia (now Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, 
Slovenia) 

4 



This year marks the 75th anniversary of three important battles that took place during 
WWII: 
• Monte Cassino (17th January to 18th May 1944) fought in Italy 
• D-Day (6th June 1944) fought in France 
• Imphal and Kohima (8th March to 18th July 1944) fought in India 



Monte Cassino was a monastery located on a hill over the town of Cassino in 
southern Italy. 
 
Italy was a country divided, with Italian troops in the north fighting alongside 
Germany and Japan (the Axis forces) and the Free-Italian Army in the south fighting 
alongside the Allies to try and free their country from fascism. 
 
In 1944, Axis forces had occupied Italy, including Rome. The Allies planned to attack 
at Cassino to try and free Rome.  
 
No-one had predicted how hard it would be. German soldiers had the advantage of 
being based in the monastery on top of the hill and firing down at the allied troops. 



The allies didn’t give up. There were four battles at Monte Cassino between 17th 
January to 18th May 1944. At these battles in Italy, 250,000 troops fought together to 
free Rome 
 
Britain fought alongside people from all the countries you can see on this map. 
 
Algeria 
Australia 
Brazil 
Canada 
Cyprus 
France 
The British Indian Army (including troops from modern day India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh) 
Italy 
Morocco 
Nepal 
New Zealand 
Poland 



South Africa 
Southern Rhodesia (now part of Zimbabwe) 
USA 
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At 1am on 12th May, Michael advanced forward with the infantry. The signallers had 
been told to carry arms, but with the all telephone equipment it was too much to 
carry. They went into battle unarmed and frequently had to stop work and take cover, 
throwing themselves on the ground under enemy fire.  
 
The casualty rate was extremely high and the wounded officer made the decision to 
retreat. Soon it would be daylight and the Germans would be able to pick of the 
remaining soldiers one by one. Michael explained that by the time they got back 
down and regrouped ‘there was hardly any people left’. 
 
The troops who fought in Italy rather than France were labelled ‘D-Day Dodgers’ 
because it was thought that they had an easier job to do? Based on Michael’s recount 
does that seem fair? British soldiers wrote a song about the battle of Monte Cassino 
and ironically called it ‘D-Day Dodgers’. It ends: 
 
Look around the hillsides, 
Through the mist and rain, 
See the scattered crosses, 
Some that bear no name. 
 



Heartbreak and toil and suffering gone, 
The lads beneath, they slumber on. 
They are the D-Day Dodgers, 
Who'll stay in Italy. 
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On the 18th May 1944, the allied troops finally succeeded in securing Monte Cassino. 
Over 54,000 people had been lost as a result of the battles. 
 
This photo shows the Polish flag being raised to celebrate the victory and Polish 
troops resting after the battle. 
 

Image 1: Courtesy of National Army Museum / Image 2: © IWM (NA 15143) 
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D-Day June 6th 1944 was the largest amphibious operation in history. Troops arrived 
on boats and planes to begin the liberation of Western Europe, supported by 
intelligence officers and resistance fighters who were already working in France. 
  
Britain and 12 allied nations fought together on D-Day. Their flags are shown here. 
How many do you recognise? 
 
Australia, Belgium, Canada, Czechoslovakia, France, Greece,  the Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Norway, Poland, Rhodesia and the USA. 
 
Note that Czechoslovakia and Rhodesia are no longer countries - Czechoslovakia 
became Czech Republic and Slovakia in 1993 and Rhodesia is now called Zimbabwe. 
 
The important fact is that Britain was not alone and all these nations worked hard 
together to plan and fight an important battle.  



Do students know what happened on D-Day?  
 
It is difficult to imagine the scale of this operation and how it was possible to bring 
together so many people from so many different countries with one aim: to win back 
France from Nazi occupation.  
 
To try and ensure that the plans were a secret, the Allies used fake radio commands 
and double agents to trick the Nazis into thinking the landing would happen 
somewhere else.  Coded messages were sent out via BBC radio to let the Special 
Operation Executive Agents and French Resistance know that the Allies were coming 
and their help was needed.  



Source (image and story): https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/military-
obituaries/special-forces-obituaries/1458206/Lise-Villameur.html  Source (quote): 
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2004/jun/01/guardianobituaries.france 
 
• Lise was born in Mauritius on 11th May 1905 
• She spoke both English and French 
• During WWII she worked as a spy for the Special Operations Executive and was 

one of the first women to parachute into France 
• She survived the war and was awarded honours including an MBE and the Legion 

d'Honneur and the Croix de Guerre avec Palme medals 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/military-obituaries/special-forces-obituaries/1458206/Lise-Villameur.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/military-obituaries/special-forces-obituaries/1458206/Lise-Villameur.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/military-obituaries/special-forces-obituaries/1458206/Lise-Villameur.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/military-obituaries/special-forces-obituaries/1458206/Lise-Villameur.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/military-obituaries/special-forces-obituaries/1458206/Lise-Villameur.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/military-obituaries/special-forces-obituaries/1458206/Lise-Villameur.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/military-obituaries/special-forces-obituaries/1458206/Lise-Villameur.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/military-obituaries/special-forces-obituaries/1458206/Lise-Villameur.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/military-obituaries/special-forces-obituaries/1458206/Lise-Villameur.html
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2004/jun/01/guardianobituaries.france
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2004/jun/01/guardianobituaries.france
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2004/jun/01/guardianobituaries.france


Image: Wayne Farrell / Alamy Stock Photo. 
 
In 2019, a statue was unveiled in Normandy, France to commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of the D-Day landings. 
 
The service was attended by the French President and British Prime Minister and was 
conducted in English and French. The statue is a symbol of how important it was that 
the Allied Troops came together on D-Day in 1944 and it will help us to continue to 
remember together. 



These battles were fought to prevent a full Japanese invasion of India. 
 
The army was known as the ‘14th Army’ and was compiled of troops from Britain, 
pre-partition India (made up of India, Pakistan and Bangladesh), Nepal, East and West 
Africa. 
 
These battles are not as well known as the battles fought in Europe and sometimes 
this army is referred to as ‘the Forgotten Army’. 
 
Eventually, the 14th Army would become one of the largest armies in the world. 
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Why does Misra describe war as “insane”? 



 
Reinforcements came from all over India by air, road and rail to support the soldiers. 
Eventually they beat the Japanese army. 
 
This meant that the British-Indian army were in a stronger position than the Japanese 
and they were able to continue fighting to free Burma from Japanese control.  
 
It wouldn’t have been possible without the troops from pre-partition India, Burma, 
Nepal and countries in east and west Africa. 
 
Image 1: © IWM (HU 88980)  /  Image 2: © IWM (SE 1884) 
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Thought for the day 


