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when life's been testing you but you're
trying to stay positive
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WHY IS IT
SO HARD?
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BIBLE

BABEL'S THE REASON - GENESIS 11:1-9

'Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2 As people moved
eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there.

3 They said to each other, ‘Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They used
brick instead of stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4 Then they said, ‘Come, let us build
ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name
for ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.’

> But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower the people were building. ® The
Lord said, ‘If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then
nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. * Come, let us go down and confuse
their language so they will not understand each other.’

8 So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the
city. ® That is why it was called Babel — because there the Lord confused the language of
the whole world. From there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth.
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'Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2 As people moved
eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there.

3 They said to each other, ‘Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They used
brick instead of stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4 Then they said, ‘Come, let us build
ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name
for ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.’

> But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower the people were building. ® The
Lord said, ‘If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then
nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. * Come, let us go down and confuse
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8 So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the
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the whole world. From there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth.

Is this fair? Why / why not?
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FORGIVENESS IS THE ONLY OPTION - AND IT
FEELS IMPOSSIBLE
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Washington Post: Michelle Obama says in
memoir she'll 'never forgive' Trump for
endangering her family

By Caroline Kelly, CNN
Updated 1557 GMT (2357 HKT) November 9, 2018
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THINK IT THROUGH...

WHY DO YOU FIND IT HARD?

> Which reasonable difference in someone else do you find
hardest to live with?

> When did you last misunderstand someone - or they
misunderstand you - and you ended up arguing?

» How does it feel when everyone Is in on something and
you're left out?

> What attitudes or actions do you find it impossible to live
with / forgive ... and why?
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HOW TO LIVE IN HARMONY...

MAKE PEOPLE DO IT MY WAY
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HOW TO LIVE IN HARMONY...

LIVE AND LET LIVE
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barnabasfund

hope and aid for the persecuted church
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HOW TO LIVE IN HARMONY...

COMPROMISE / TOLERANCE / DEMOCRACY

> What happens when someone Is Intolerant?

> Or when the majority i1s only small - and a lot of people
don't like it?
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CHRISTIANS WORSHIP A GOD WHO IS
UNITED BUT DIFFERENT

» Jesus Is different from the God the Father - but totally united with
Him.
‘Jesus gave them this answer: ‘Very truly | tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he

can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son
also does.” John 5:19

> The Holy Spirit iIs shared by everyone who is a Christian - which
means they can be united though they are different too:

“Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from
his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make
my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one
mind.” Philippians 2:1-2
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JESUS LOVED HI
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e listening | say: love your
those who hate you, bless
ay for those who ill-

“But to you who ar

enemies, do good to
those who curse You, pr

treat you.”
| uke 6:27-28

» H
ow can Jesus say both of these things at once?

» Did he practise what he preached?



EXTRAS FOR 6TH FORM

FINAL DISCUSSION

» Jesus also said: "Whoever has been forgiven little loves
little.” (Luke 7:47) Do we all need forgiveness? Can we show
forgiveness if we have never experienced it?

> Who do you find most difficult to understand? How could you
begin to see things as they do?

> Who should decide how we should all be aiming to live - so
that we can be in harmony in pursuing it? Can any human
decide this (plenty have tried)?






