
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 
Questions 

LANG: How does 
the writer 

structure the 
text to interest 

you as a reader? 
LIT: How does 

the writer 
present … in the 
extract and the 
text as a whole? 

LANG: AO1 
R2 R3 R4 R5* 

 
 
 
 
 

LANG & LIT: AO2 
E1 E2 E3* E4* E5* E6 E7 
E8* E9* E10* E11* E12* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIT: AO3 
L11 L12* L13 L14* 

 

 

 

Common Spelling Errors in English @SPA 
Author   Writer   Because   Beginning   There / Their    
Tension   Particular   Especially   Believe   Sympathy   
Repetition   Opposite   Exclamation mark   Emphasise   
Empathise   Sentence 

 

YR: 11         SoL:     A Christmas Carol                                   English Knowledge Organiser  
Key concepts in this module:  

1. Poverty  
2. Social Injustice  
3. Family  
4. Responsibility.  
5. Greed 
6. Redemption  
7. Morality 
8. Time  
9. Traditions 

10. Supernatural.  
 
 
 
 

LIT: AO1 
L1 L2 L3 L4 L5 L6* L7 L8 L9 

L10* 

 
 
 
 
 

Methods in short… 
Simple chronology, framed narratives, use of flashbacks, cyclical structure, shifts in time and 
place, use of multiple narrators, foreshadowing, analeptic (flashback)/proleptic (flash forward) 
narrative, stream of consciousness 

• episodic novel, epistolary structure, autobiographical or diary form 

• changing narrators/perspective/tense 

• how authors privilege certain events by their position in the narrative 

• the privileged position of beginnings and endings in terms of narrative structure and their 
importance in introducing and concluding key aspects of setting, character, themes and context 

• development of an incident, an idea or the story, suspense, tension 

• contrast, twist, change, shift in tone, climax, anti-climax, using a specific method to introduce 
an idea/setting/character 
Micro structure: sentence structures (short/compound/clauses)/patterns 
(repetition/listing/dash/anaphora/semantic field) 
 
 
 

 
Different types of sentences: 
Simple, Compound, Complex, 
Minor, Declarative, 
Interrogative, Imperative, 
Exclamatory.  
 
 
 

Full mark answer: 

At the beginning of the text, Dickens presents Scrooge as 

selfish and antagonistic. When he is visited by Fred and the 

‘portly’ gentlemen in Stave 1, for example, he suggests that 

the poor dying would help to ‘decrease the surplus 

population’. Both the verb ‘decrease’ and ‘surplus’ sound 

technical and impersonal, reinforced by the use of the 

pronoun ‘they’. As a member of the wealthy and self-

indulgent middle class, Scrooge sees poverty as a choice and 

the poor as an anonymous, collective group, a view widely 

held within parts of wealthy Victorian society, though less 

prevalent for modern readers. Dickens explores attitudes 

towards charity in the extract through the way Scrooge 

responds in the dialogue between him and the charity 

workers. Dickens tells the reader that on hearing the 

‘ominous word liberality, Scrooge frowned and shook his 

head,’ clearly illustrating Scrooge’s negative feelings towards 

giving and generosity and highlighting his ignorance towards 

social responsibility of those less fortunate than him which 

was prevalent of the middle classes he represents during the 

Victorian period. The adjective ‘ominous’ to describe 

donating to charity implies that any act that has him part 

with his money, he views as threatening and inconceivable, 

which demonstrates his selfishness and greed. 

Curriculum Intent: Why are we 
studying this? 

1.Knowledge of universal themes & 
ideas 
2.Increase our own self awareness 
3.Recognise our own difficulties in 
literature 
4. To investigate moral and ethical 
issues. 
5.Be successful at writing about 
structure which isn’t often done well 
in exams 
6. Have confidence & resilience in 
exams 
 
 

Key themes: 
Greed 
*Predestination 
*Free Will 
Appearance versus Reality 
*Class Stratification 
Isolation       Loneliness 
Transformation 
The passage of time 
Family 
Guilt       
Generosity 
Redemption 
Capitalism 
Social Responsibility & Poverty 
Justice 
The supernatural 
Christmas spirit 
 
 
 
 
 

Stylistic features and 
relevant terms: 
Allegory  
*Ambiguity 
*Analepsis 
*Anti-hero 
*Benthamism 
Gothic 
*Grotesque 
*Morality tale 
*Malthusian economics 
Metaphor 
Motif 
Non-chronological narrative 
*Omniscient narrator 
Pathetic fallacy 
Personification  
*Prolepsis 
*Pursued protagonist 
*Sabbatarianism 
Simile 
*The sublime 
Symbolism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Write about how Dickens presents Scrooge in 

Stave 1 and his change throughout the novella. * 

Tier 2 Vocabulary. * 
Apparition, Beneficent, Benevolent, Cordial, 

Destitute, Facetious, Implore, Indignant, 
Inexplicable, Jocund, Malevolent, Parsimonious, 

Plaintive, Solitary and Wistful.   

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.dreamstime.com/illustration/top-marks.html&psig=AOvVaw0yw_EakCvGYYAjCYDvIcj8&ust=1585838629508000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLC3v8q7x-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Critical Theory 

Karl 
Marx  

Key ideas: 
Society is capitalist as it is based on making 
profit, rather than by the interests of all people. 
The proletariat (working class) make money for 
the bourgeoisie (upper class) who control the 
means of production. These two social classes 
are in conflict which will lead to social unrest 
until it culminates in social revolution. 

Marxist critics would highlight that… 
...Dickens use of Scrooge as a man immersed in wealth and bereft of any 
empathy links him to the Capitalist view.  He uses the proletariat (Bob Cratchit) 
as cheap labour; as a commodity, and does not see a human being. 
 
...Bob Cratchit and his family are the downtrodden proletariat who suffer at the 
capitalist bourgeoisie, represented by Scrooge. 
 
...capitalist Victorian society is based upon profit, Marley's realisation – only 
after his own death - that “mankind was my business" reveals the error of 
embracing the prioritisation of profit over people. 

John 
Locke  

Key ideas:  
Locke argued strongly against the idea that 
people were born sinful or that some people 
are innately evil. Instead, he suggested human 
beings are born with an ‘empty mind’ or tabula 
rasa which is then shaped by our experiences. 
He believed that the way children are brought 
up has a powerful impact on the adults they 
become. 

The philosopher John Locke theorised that nurture has a more significant 
influence on human behaviour that inherent nature. Therefore, it could be 
argued… 
… that the neglect which Scrooge suffered as a child at Christmas is the root of 
his present deep-seated loathing of the season.  
 
As a child, Scrooge did not develop close family ties and so, as an adult, Scrooge 
does not recognise the value of relationships.  
 

Carl 
Jung Key ideas: 

All people share a ‘collective unconscious’ i.e. a 
part of our psyche we are not aware of that 
operates on an instinctual level. 
Part of this is symbolic character types – or 
archetypes. 
As we are not directly aware of them, these 
archetypes can only be deduced indirectly by 
examining human behaviour, images, art, 
myths, religions, or dreams.   

Jung’s theory of archetypes would demonstrate… 
...Scrooge as both the 'villain' who exploits his employees and is devoid of 
sympathy, who then goes on his journey to enlightenment and, in so doing, 
becomes the 'hero’ of the novella. 
 
...Marley as the 'donor' and ‘dispatcher’ who provides Scrooge with the 
wherewithal to avoid damnation and then dispatches Scrooge on his quest for 
redemption. He motivates Scrooge to change by offering him a version of his 
future if he does not change.  

 
 
 
 

How to write about it… 
The extract begins with… 

At the beginning, the 
writer… 

The writer changes the 
focus… 

The focus is changed to… 

*As the extract 
develops… 

At the end of the text… 

The ending links with the 
opening sentence… 

The ending reminds the 
reader… 

The writer also uses… 

The use of 
dialogue/repetition/ 
punctuation/zooming in, 
etc…. 

Write about the 
writer with 
academic verbs. 
The writer… 
shows  
conveys 
portrays 
implies  
communicates  
insinuates * 
creates  
highlights  
displays  
alludes* 
hints  
expresses 

Write about the 
reader… 
 
The reader: 
ask themselves  
wonders  
questions  
agrees 
sympathises  
assumes  
remembers  
believes 
BECAUSE…AND…SO… 
 
This makes the 
reader feel… 
shocked 
amused  
disgusted  
outraged  
confused  
puzzled  
sadness 
melancholy  
frustration 
fury 
BECAUSE…AND…SO… 

Wherever 

you see * 

on an 
English 

knowledg
e 

organiser 
it means 
this is a 

stretch & 
challenge 
element. 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_revolution
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.iconfinder.com/icons/2705716/arrow_back_forward_shuffle_transfer_icon&psig=AOvVaw3-orQxjLHuE-Hd4qpDPsK9&ust=1585837793575000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD7sOe4x-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAF
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://tex.stackexchange.com/questions/515868/zoom-in-zoom-out-symbol&psig=AOvVaw0_oO_47pD8lqN7r_GRWRcJ&ust=1585838810792000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKj5mp68x-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 
1.How does Dickens present Scrooge as an outsider to society?   
2. How does Dickens explore the theme of Christmas? 
3. Explore how Dickens presents the theme of punishment. 
4. How does Dickens present a change in Scrooge? 
5. How does Dickens present the impact of poverty? 
6. How does Dickens present the Cratchit family? 
7. How does Dickens present the supernatural? 
8. How does Dickens present the importance of compassion? 
9. How does Dickens present the influence of fear? 
10. How does Dickens present Scrooge as a changed man? 

+ Deepen Your Knowledge & Understanding  

Revise and Test Your Knowledge 

Extended Writing Opportunities  

Youtubers:  
Mr Bruff, Miss Cole, Stacey Reay, Mr Salles, Mrs Wheelan, Dr 
Aiden.  
Websites: 
AQA English Revision - A Christmas Carol   
 
A Christmas Carol - GCSE English Literature Revision - BBC 
Bitesize  
 
Free A Christmas Carol AQA GCSE Revision | Seneca 
(senecalearning.com) 
 
Unit - Oak National Academy (thenational.academy) 
 
A Christmas Carol: Study Guide | SparkNotes 
 
BABF33B2D041ED0509DF8D10E2649445.pdf 
(thesuttonacademy.org.uk) 
 
Revising the Key Context of ‘A Christmas Carol’ – all the basics 
for your revision notes! – Miss Huttlestone's GCSE English 
(wordpress.com) 
 
A Christmas Carol | Read.gov | Library of Congress 
 
A Christmas Carol | The British Library (bl.uk) 

Wider Reading and Viewing  

https://www.aqaenglishrevision.com/a-christmas-carol
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcs8qty
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcs8qty
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/blog/free-a-christmas-carol-aqa-gcse-revision/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/blog/free-a-christmas-carol-aqa-gcse-revision/
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/revisiting-a-christmas-carol-2c27
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/christmascarol/
https://www.thesuttonacademy.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/home%20learning/year%2010/BABF33B2D041ED0509DF8D10E2649445.pdf
https://www.thesuttonacademy.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/home%20learning/year%2010/BABF33B2D041ED0509DF8D10E2649445.pdf
https://gcseenglishwithmisshuttlestone.wordpress.com/2018/04/09/revising-the-key-context-of-a-christmas-carol-all-the-basics-for-your-revision-notes/
https://gcseenglishwithmisshuttlestone.wordpress.com/2018/04/09/revising-the-key-context-of-a-christmas-carol-all-the-basics-for-your-revision-notes/
https://gcseenglishwithmisshuttlestone.wordpress.com/2018/04/09/revising-the-key-context-of-a-christmas-carol-all-the-basics-for-your-revision-notes/
https://www.read.gov/books/pageturner/2003bit37729/#page/18/mode/2up
https://www.bl.uk/works/a-christmas-carol

