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Message from the Principal
Welcome to this week’s edition of our newsletter.
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7/8
8

Social Media/Mobile phones
I wrote to all parents a week ago regarding the recent misuse of social media directed at
some of our staff. As you are perhaps aware, the national media has covered this story
and many schools across the county have been dealing with similar situations.
I am sure that you can appreciate that staff, as a result, feel particularly vulnerable and
anxious over what is likely to be just one or two students who are acting illegally and
without compassion. In a brief full assembly on Teams on Wednesday morning, I
thanked students for their words of support and co-operation in this matter.
However, the next TikTok ‘challenge’ from mis-guided individuals on social media has
encouraged students to use their phone in school. We have reminded students that they
may use their phones, if they have one, first thing in the morning in the main atrium.
When the bell rings for the start of the day, they must turn it off/onto silent and to not
use this during the school day. At the end of the day, as they go home, they may view
this device as they reach the main atrium.
Students have all been reminded that their phone will be confiscated and placed in the
school safe for a parent to collect if they are seen using it during the school day. The
exception being when a teacher has invited them to use it or a student asks to use it, for
example, some have sensibly taken a picture of their timetable or to use it constructively
in a lesson.
We do hope that applying this existing policy consistently across the school will reduce
the temptation for a student to use their phone inappropriately, knowing that it might be
removed and will have to wait for it to be collected. Thank you for your support in this
matter. I know that you will also speak to your child/ren to reinforce the above.

Our Values: Compassion Forgiveness Honesty Hope Love Respect Self-discipline

Building Update
Each week sees further progress with the building expansion and
refurbishment. In the coming days, the steel work for the A block
extension will be erected. The contractor then, in a few weeks’ time,
will take over more of the rooms in F block to refit these as changing
rooms and office spaces. The exterior of the new E block is looking
much better with the scaffolding now removed. We were spoilt
earlier this week with a double rainbow in a perfect position.
Y11 Parents’ Evening
Please do ensure you have logged into SchoolCloud to book your teacher appointments for this important meeting. If
assistance is needed, please do email Mr Dobbs (tdobbs@@chacademy.co.uk) as Mr Sweet is sadly unwell at the
moment.
Covid Update
At the time of writing, we have just under twenty students currently self-isolating. Thank you to all in the community
for wearing your masks in the communal areas of the school, for washing hands regularly and keeping a social
distance where possible. Ventilation of buildings is key to us keeping the virus rate low and it appears to be working.
We have had a number of staff suffering quite badly with the after-effects of the virus. We do wish them well and
look forward to them returning to the school. Likewise, in talking to students who have been off school, many are
lacking energy or are still waiting for their sense of taste and smell to return. We wish you a full recovery.

Dates for the Diary
Date

Event

Email address

18 November

Y11 Parents’ Evening via SchoolCloud, 4.00 to 7.00pm

tdobbs@chacademy.co.uk

19 November

Children in Need (Non uniform day)

lharman@chacademy.co.uk

22 November

Y11 Dance Practical examinations all day

jcollins1@chacademy.co.uk

24 November

Y9 to Y13 trip to Aylesbury Theatre to see The Play that pleathers@chacademy.co.uk
Goes Wrong, 6.00 to 11.00pm

25 November

Sixth Form Options Evening, 6.30 to 8.00pm

lharman@chacademy.co.uk

29 November to
10 December

Y11 and Y13 Mock Examinations

tdell@chacademy.co.uk

30 November

CHAPTA meeting, 7.00 to 8.00pm

chapta@chacademy.co.uk

2 December

Service for parents, staff and students 3.45 to 4.10pm,
refreshments available in atrium from 3.30pm

wsanders@chacademy.co.uk

3 December

Y13 UCAS deadline

lharman@chacademy.co.uk

9 December

Y12/Y13 Parents’ Evening via SchoolCloud, 4.00 to
7.00pm

lharman@chacademy.co.uk

10 December

Christmas Jumper day (Save the Children)

lharman@chacademy.co.uk

13/14 December

Y10 Pantomime performance for Primary schools (hall), smitchell@chacademy.co.uk
9.00 to 11.00am

16 December

Christmas Concert at St Mary’s Church, 6.30 to 7.30pm

17 December

Last day of Autumn term (2), school closes at 1.00pm
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gupton@chacademy.co.uk

Safeguarding
The following link provides useful information from the NSPCC about healthy sexual development of children and
young people:
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-health-development/healthy-sexual-development-children-young-people

Christmas Dinner for students
We are pleased to advise you that Caterlink will be offering a traditional Christmas dinner for our students. Choices
will be available to view on ParentPay and include a vegetarian option. The cost of the Christmas dinner is £2.50 per
student, payable via ParentPay. Please note that this is a separate payment item. Christmas dinner cannot be
purchased through the normal Dinner Money item on ParentPay, so please ensure you select the correct option.
When paying, please comment in the ‘Notes’ box whether your child would like a ‘Turkey’ or ‘Vegetarian’ main meal;
food will be ordered specifically for them. Please also use the Notes box to state any allergies. Please state None if
this is the case. Students in receipt of free school meals who would like the Christmas dinner will receive an email
from the school with a link to the menu selection.
If your child has dinner from the ‘Grab & Go’ counter on these days and not the Christmas dinner, then food can be
purchased in the normal way with funds coming from the Dinner Money payment item on ParentPay. Please ensure
that your child’s account is topped up in the normal way. For those in receipt of free school meals who do not
reserve a Christmas dinner, a meal deal lunch will be available at the Grab & Go counter. Party hats and squash will
be available on each table for students having Christmas dinner. The closing date on ParentPay is Sunday 28
November. No orders will be taken after this time.
Christmas dinners will be served during the week commencing 6 December 2021. As soon as we know the demand
for Christmas dinner we will confirm the days each year group will be participating.

Learning and Teaching

Supporting Your Child’s Learning in Year 7 and 8
This week's focus is on Supporting Your Child with Homework, and the curriculum focus is Science.

Child

School

Parent

One of the biggest challenges your child may experience when starting secondary school is the need to work more
independently than they did at primary school. However, your interest, support and input are just as important in
secondary school as it was when your child was at primary school and will help your child succeed.
Do look for opportunities to talk to your child about school work – you may need to persevere to get your child to
discuss their schoolwork, but they will soon get used to you asking. Try and find topics that interest both of you, so it
is more of a conversation than an interrogation when you discuss homework. Ask your child if there is anything you
can do to help with homework.
Homework is recorded on Show My Homework by the subject teacher and we encourage students to use their school
planners to record what the task is and when it needs to be completed. If your child has several pieces of work due
on the same day, suggest that they space the work out rather than leaving it all to the night before.
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Top Tips:
• Where possible, make sure your child has a quiet place to work without the distraction of mobile devices
• Having a desk or a table will also help your child – try to avoid letting them do their homework on or in bed
• Encourage a set time to settle down and do homework – perhaps after getting home and having a snack and a
drink
• If your child finds the homework difficult, do encourage them to speak to their teacher before the homework is
due
• If you are concerned about your child's homework for any subject, please contact their subject teacher or their
Academic Form Tutor
When contacting a member of staff about your child, would you please include the following information:
• Your child's full name
• The name of the teacher who teaches your child if you are not contacting the subject teacher
• If your child is in a set, please include your child's set (this tends to be for English, Maths and Science)
Mrs S Keith (skeith@chacademy.co.uk)
Second in Dept/KS3 Lead – Maths
Learning and Teaching Lead Practitioner
Curriculum Focus – Science
Year 7
Your child will be completing their Science assessment this week for the first progress check. The assessment will be
based on the work they have covered since their start in September. The topics, with BBC Bitesize links to help with
revision, have been posted on SMHW. In addition, students have had a revision day during which they were
introduced to some techniques to help them prepare for their assessments. Their Science teachers will also be
revising topics with them prior to the students completing the assessment.
Years 7 and 8
It is important to make connections between what is being learnt in the classroom and the real world around us. This
helps to deepen understanding and develop an appreciation for learning. You can get involved easily by having
conversations with your child about what is happening around them. Do not worry about knowing the answers, just
having a conversation will be helpful in developing ideas and helping your child to recall what they have learnt in
school. For example, you can ask your child some of the following questions:
Why does a puddle evaporate?
How does the water in the kettle change when it is switched on?
Why should we eat different kinds of foods?
What happens when you go for a run?
Why do we use different materials for different uses?
Feel free to contact gchahal@chacademy.co.uk if you have any questions or wish for further information regarding
supporting your child with science.

Trips and Visits
On Wednesday 17 November, Sixth Form students went to the NFTS (National Film and Television School
Beaconsfield) as part of their coursework. They participated in 3 workshops including: Product Design, Model Making
and a workshop with Peter Dale, Head of Directing Documentary. Students also had a tour around the school by
current students. This trip was run and organised by Mrs Mellish, Curriculum Leader for Media.
On Monday 22 November, some Y8 students will be visiting Sommerville College (Part of Oxford University). The trip
is to raise aspirations and to give them a taste of what universities can offer as part of students’ further education.
This trip is led by Mr Falcon, Academic Year Leader for Y8. sfalcon@chacademy.co.uk

4

On Wednesday 24 November, Y11 Drama students will be attending Aylesbury Waterside Theatre to see ‘The Play
That Goes Wrong’. This trip is vital for Year 11 GCSE Drama students, as Section B of their exam will be based on this
performance. Students will be returning to school at approximately 11.00pm. Please ensure your son/daughter has
enough charge on their phone to call you to give you a more accurate arrival time at school. This trip is led by Ms
Leathers, Curriculum Lead for Drama: pleathers@chacademy.co.uk

Options
Y8 will soon be choosing their Options for GCSE/BTEC study in Y9. The process starts in January and concludes early in
April. We will ensure that parents get a timeline of key dates to support their son/daughter through this process. We
will be putting on an additional evening session, where we will explain the process and the Options available to
students so that parents and students are well informed. The date of this will be confirmed shortly.

Extra Curricular
Hopefully you have had a chance to see the extra-curricular booklet on the website. If you have not, please have a
look at what is on offer. The booklet can be found under News/Latest News where you will see a link to the
booklet. As explained in my newsletter item last week, we are happy to hear suggestions from students of what types
of clubs they wish to see and ensure we update the booklet on a termly basis. Please email Mr Upton with any
ideas: gupton@chacademy.co.uk
Mr A Griffiths
Vice Principal

Enrichment
Enrichment for Year 7 runs various activities to contribute enormously to students’ excellent personal
development. The popular range of enrichment and extra-curricular activities effectively extends the curriculum. This
allows all students a chance to sample a very broad range of experiences, in readiness for the next stage of their
learning. All students in Year 7 have already completed a half-term of activities and are now participating in their
second choice. The Spring term choices will be released soon for students to select during form time.
Roller Skate Donation Request
One of the popular enrichment options is roller skating. Often most students want to try this activity but are put off
by lack of equipment. We are looking at ways to overcome this barrier and offer this activity to many more students.
May we please encourage parents to go into the sheds/loft/garage and dig out their old unwanted roller skates. If
they are in a useable condition and are safe, please simply drop them off at school reception. We can then offer
these to those who will benefit.
Mr R Vaddiraju
Assistant Vice Principal

Food Technology
In the last two weeks, Food student have been busy developing their cooking skills. KS3 classes have perfected their
knife skills and learnt how to make healthy snacks. KS4 have made a variety of dishes as you can see here.

5

Healthy Potato Wedges
and home-made
Mayonnaise.

Samosas made by Year 10
students

Dippy divers made to teach KS3 how to create
their own healthy snacks.

Mrs S Kimani
CurriculumLeader Food Prep and Nutrition

Mathematics
Students must have the correct mathematical equipment in school for every lesson. As such, could we please ask
that you check that your child/children do have the proper mathematical equipment as listed below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

pens (black or blue and one other colour for marking work)
pencils
pencil sharpener
rubber
ruler
protractor
pair of compasses
glue stick
Casio Scientific Calculator fx-85GT series – this is for all year groups.

We expect students to have a Casio FX83GTX scientific calculator, as when we teach calculator skills, we can tell
students exactly where each button is to carry out the appropriate functions.
You can buy this calculator from most supermarkets, stationery shops and online. This calculator is the only one your
child needs and, if looked after, will last from Year 7 to Year 11.
We do not allow students to use calculator apps on their mobile phones in class. Please do contact Mrs Keith if you
are having any issues with purchasing a scientific calculator. This equipment should be kept in a pencil case and not in
blazer pockets.
Questions or Queries
If you have any questions or queries regarding the teaching and learning of mathematics at CHA, please contact the
following members of staff:
KS3 (Years 7 and 8): Mrs Keith at skeith@chacademy.co.uk
KS4 (Years 9 to 11) and KS5 (Years 12 and 13): Mr Raju at rvaddiraju@chacademy.co.uk

Physical Education
On Tuesday 16 November, the Year 10 boys played Dr Challoners, even though they played a great game,
unfortunately they lost 3-0.
Year 7 and 8 girls played netball against St Mary’s and both teams played fantastically. The Year 7s played their
second game and all players had such fun playing against a new team. The Year 8s were fantastically competitive and
they drew their game which was well deserved.
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Upcoming PE Fixtures
Thursday 18 November
Monday 22 November
Wednesday 24 November
Thursday 2 December
Thursday 9 December
Monday 13 December
Wednesday 15 December

Year 7 Girls’ Netball vs Dr Challoners [A]
Year 8 Girls’ Netball vs Dr Challoners [H]
Sixth Form Boys’ Football vs Waddeson [A]
Year 9 Girls’ Netball vs St Mary’s [H]
Year 7 and 8 Girls’ Netball vs Beaconsfield [A]
Year 10 and 11 Girls’ Netball vs Chesham Grammar [A]
Year 9 Girls’ Netball vs Holmer Green [A]

PE Extra-Curricular
Monday
All Boys’ Football and Year 9/10/11 Girls’ Netball
Wednesday
Year 7/8 Girls’ Netball
Thursday
Year 10/11 Girls’ Football
There will be no Year 9/10/11 Girls’ Netball Training on the following dates: Monday 22 November, Monday 6, 13 and
20 December.
There will be no Year 7/8 Girls’ Netball Training on the following dates: Wednesday 15 and 22 December.
PE Lesson Notices
Majority of lessons are now outside. Therefore, please ensure your child brings appropriate layering in order to keep
warm. Ideas of how to do this are as follows:
Feet
Legs
Top
Hands

Extra pair of socks/thick socks
CHA leggings then wear plain black jogging bottoms on top
Plain black long sleeved top to go under the CHA T-shirt. CHA jumper to be placed over the T-shirt.
Gloves can only be worn if your child is doing football as their sport.

If your child is doing football as their sport this half term, please ensure they bring in their football boots. Also shin
pads are highly recommended.
If you have any issues or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at cpassmore@chacademy.co.uk
Miss C Passmore
Curriculum Leader for PE

Sixth Form Corner
Year 13 are still busy completing personal statements and UCAS applications with the guidance from their academic
form tutors and myself. A reminder that all personal statements and internal UCAS applications must be ready and
submitted by the Christmas break.
To support Year 13 studies and bridge any gaps in their knowledge and understanding, all Year 13 students are
expected to go into any Year 12 lessons when their timetable allows. Students already doing this have found the
revision content very useful.
Year 12 are currently completing their first assessment week in their subject areas. I am looking forward to seeing
how well they have settled into their subject areas and the progress that they are already making through their hard
work. Year 13 should now be preparing for their mock examinations, week beginning Monday 29 November.
We held our Sixth Form promotional assembly on Tuesday 9 November for the Year 11 students. Many of our Year 12
and Year 13 students were present to speak to the Year 11s about their subjects and what Sixth Form is like. Their
help and support is invaluable and really appreciated. Alongside this, we have been hosting breakfasts for Year 11
and Year 12/13 forms in the Sixth Form area.
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Thirty-six Year 12 and Year 13 students attended the First Aid course on Friday 12 November, led by TutorCare. An
invaluable and very important life skill.
We have our Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday 25 November. Sixth Form students are requested to support this
event, attending one of the two sessions 6.30pm–7.10pm or 7.15pm–8.00pm. A big thank you to Isaiah Jones,
Jemima Bacon and Grace Adam who have written and delivered their speeches for the evening’s presentation.
Dates to remember this term
Children in Need, non-school uniform day
Sixth Form Open Evening
Year 13 Mock Examinations
Internal UCAS application deadline
Year 12 and Year 13 Progress Check 1 sent to parents
Year 12 and 13 Parents’ Evening
Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day

Friday 19 November
Thursday 25 November, 6.30 to 7.10pm or 7.15 to 8.00pm
w/c Monday 29 November
Friday 3 December
Thursday 9 December
Thursday 9 December
Friday 10 December

Miss L Harman
Director of Sixth Form

Media
A one-hour workshop in lighting and photography led to these excellent film posters that were created in Photoshop.
This was to embed our learning of 1960’s horror posters that the students have been studying.
Mrs E Mellish
Curriculum Leader for Media
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Enrichment Opportunities
Year
All
All
All

Topic
Cambridge Application
Process
Personal Statements &
Super-Curricular Exploration
Interviews & Admissions

Date
Provider
17/02/22 University of
Cambridge
14/07/22 University of
Cambridge
01/09/22 University of
Cambridge
26/11
University of Oxford

All

HAPP Discussion Panel:
"Searching for Extraterrestrial
Intelligence Across a Century"

All

Free Thinking and the Rule of 22/11
Law

Gresham College

All

Food-and-Drink Borne
Diseases

24/11

Gresham College

All

Women in Science Fiction

29/11

Gresham College

All

Compression – Lecture

23/11

Gresham College

All

How can music be “Socialist
Realist”?

18/11

Gresham College

All

The wonderful world of
Topological Design

30/11

University of
Birmingham

All

What Can You Do With A
Maths Degree?

01/12

University of
Southampton
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Link
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/for
m/SV_9YXirOp4iSEsaiO
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/for
m/SV_9YXirOp4iSEsaiO
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/for
m/SV_9YXirOp4iSEsaiO
https://www.stx.ox.ac.uk/event/ha
pp-discussion-panel-searching-forextraterrestrial-intelligence-acrossa-century
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/lectures-andevents/free-thinkinglaw?mc_cid=f736754ea2&mc_eid=85e5a1
16de
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/lectures-andevents/fooddiseases?mc_cid=f736754ea2&mc_eid=85
e5a116de
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/lectures-andevents/scifiwomen?mc_cid=f736754ea2&mc_eid=85e
5a116de
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/lectures-andevents/compression?mc_cid=f736754ea2
&mc_eid=85e5a116de
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/lectures-andevents/socialistrealist?mc_cid=f736754ea2&mc_eid=85e5
a116de
https://bham-acuk.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_cXeehE
0cQ5SevUjNU2GykA
https://app.geckoform.com/public/#/mod
ern/FOEU0232REAo8IIM?webina
r_name=44764

External Clubs/Groups that use the facilities at CHA
Ahead Tuition
Umar Aslam
01494 416110
info@aheadtuition.co.uk
www.aheadtuition.co.uk

Chesham Taekwondo
Master Whitley
07973153693
maxema@sky.com
www.cheshamtkd.com/
Contact can be made through the website
Training in martial arts, self defence.
Training at Chiltern Hills is on Friday in the Sports Hall from 6.30 till 8pm. Ages from 7 years to 15 yrs
Also training at Brushwood Junior School on Mondays ( 7-8.30pm 10 yr old to adult )
St. Johns Methodist Church, Bellingdon Rd on Wednesdays ( 7-9pm 10 yr old to adult )
First lesson is free.

Chesham United Ladies FC
Lisa Welling
bucksgirlsfootball@yahoo.com
https://www.culfc.co.uk
Chesham United Ladies have a very active team providing fun and competitive football for girls from
5 and up. If you have a daughter that wants to come along on a Tuesday evening just email us!

Chesham United Youth FC
enquiries@cuyfc.co.uk
www.cheshamunitedyouth.co.uk/
WE ARE THE PLACE TO COME IF YOUR CHILD WANTS TO ENJOY PLAYING FOOTBALL.
We run teams from ages ranging from under 5s through to Adults.
We offer guidance and encouragement from fully qualified coaches to over 400 children every week.

Chesham Zumba Fitness
07491959473
www.cheshamzumba.com
Classes are Monday and Thursday 7pm. Booking system in place. Limited numbers allowed due to
Covid19.

Chiltern Karate Association
Erin Thwaites
01494 758079 / 07989433860
erin_thwaites@yahoo.co.uk
www.chilternkarate.co.uk/
Chiltern Karate have 4 venues across Bucks - Amersham, Aylesbury, Chesham and Holmer Green. The
Chesham club trains weekly on a Tuesday evening at 8pm at Chiltern Hills Academy and we encourage
students to join from the age of 7-70+. There are no club joining fees and we allow people to pay as
they train with no monthly payments. The beginner fee costs £20 for a junior under 16 and £25 for an
adult which gives them 6 lessons each - effectively giving 6 lessons for the price of 5. After the
introductory lessons training continues at £4 for a junior and £5 for an adult and we also offer a small
family discount where possible.
If you would like to give it a go please do not hesitate to get in touch.

ESPFA Buckinghamshire
Ross Langworthy
www.espfa.co.uk
south@espfa.co.uk
ESPFA Buckinghamshire, partnered with Chesham United Football Club, provides a full time Football
and Education study programme, for students aged 16-19. We are currently welcoming applications
from Year 10 and Year 11 students, who may want to pursue a career in the sports industry, combining
further education with a full time football training and games programme.

Hamsterzorb
Richard Mapp
01494 415 003
teambucks@hamsterzorb.com
www.hamsterzorb.com/
Children’s Bubble Zorb Parties. Age 8 to 18. Our trained staff will do it all so you can sit back and
enjoy!

Little Kickers South Bucks
01494 911133
mk@littlekickers.co.uk
www.littlekickers.co.uk
18mths – 6.5years
We give your children a positive introduction to sport by teaching high quality football skills in a
friendly, pressure-free environment.
There are four different classes tailored specifically to the needs of children between 18 months and
seven years of age.
It’s the perfect way to ignite an enthusiasm for sport that will stay with them for life

Maggie Monk School of Dancing
Georgie Ketteman
07939408059
maggiemonkdance@gmail.com
www.maggiemonkdance.com
Maggie Monk School of Dancing is one of Chesham's longest running dance schools. Our Saturday
morning classes at Chiltern Hills Academy include Baby Ballet age 2-4 years; Baby Street Dance age 35 years; Pre-Prep Ballet age 4+; Prep Ballet age 5+ and Elite Training for committed dance students
aged 7-19.
Free trials available. For more information please check out our website or contact us to book a free
trial class.

Pro Mai
Adam Robertson
07510639876
Adam-Robertson1@live.co.uk
www.buckspromai.co.uk
6:30pm to 8pm at Chiltern Hill Academy Sports Hall. Ages: 6 +
This is a Self Defence Martial Art
Who is Pro Mai for?
In a word – anyone! There is no minimum fitness level to start training. At Bucks Pro Mai, our aim is
to help you develop at your own pace. We will assist you in setting and achieving realistic but
challenging goals for yourself. We have students of all ages and approximately 40% of our students
are female. Great for self confidence and fitness.
Adam Robertson
Chief Instructor of Chesham School

Tuffney Performing Arts
Kylie Tuffney
0785295848
office@tuffney.com
www.tuffney.com
We are a fun, energetic dance school based in Chesham, Amersham and Holmer Green. We offer
dance classes in Ballet, Tap, Contemporary, Street Dance and Acro to children aged from 2.5years. We
offer a free trial lesson and classes start from £4.50

