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As part of our initiative to try and encourage more girls to consider a career in technology, we have been working closely with Microsoft.

Last term some of our Year 7 girls took part in a Microsoft workshop (in association with the Met Office) where they discovered how the Met office not only rely on technology for their forecasts, but also for their work with the military, government and emergency services. Students heard from Nic Bellingham, the Supercomputer Technology Lead at the Met office and the Microsoft team helped our students take part in various coding activities.

On Monday 16th January, Microsoft visited Chiltern Hills Academy and spoke to over 350 girls in Year 8,9,11 & sixth form.

Right now, there is a gender gap in technology and when you don't see a pathway for yourself into an industry, you assume it's not for you.  We wanted to highlight to our girls that there are so many different careers in technology and it’s not just about coding and robotics. Every career they choose will ultimately have technology underpinning it.

Microsoft believe that girls are just as likely as boys to create the next generation of technology that brings people together to solve the world’s biggest problems.

Our students heard about the different pathways within the technology sector including Internships, Apprenticeships and Degree Apprenticeships. Microsoft also explored the non- tech roles available within this industry and discussed the skills required for the jobs of the future.


[bookmark: _GoBack]The Microsoft seminar was great. It was inspiring to speak to young women that had been in a similar position to us. They explained all the options and pathways at Microsoft and that you didn’t even have to be a tech forward person! The opportunities displayed to us were amazing including different internships and apprenticeships. They explained how tech fitted into all jobs and how it was important to understand technology. The Microsoft team were lovely and really opened our eyes into the tech industry and how it matters that young women are a part of it.  Felicity Year 13

I liked the Microsoft talk because it was very informative. It shows that girls can do what they like, and no one can stop that. It was engaging and tells the type of career you could have if you worked for Microsoft.
Shhivika Year 8

We really enjoyed the Microsoft team coming in because they motivated us to do whatever we want to do and that no one can stop us working where we want to!
Darcey & Beth Year 8


On Monday, we had career advisors to talk about careers in Microsoft and technology for girls. The main purpose was to encourage more girls into technology-based careers where its mostly male dominated. Each of the women talked about their own careers and life experience throughout their life and what they had to go through to work in Microsoft. Two of the women were interns and they talked about how beneficial it has been for them. This encouraged some of the students to ask questions about internship and how to apply for it. 

We were all encouraged by the career advisors as they told us that no matter what degree you do in college or in university; you can always choose technology as one of your career pathways 
Zahra and Tabitha Year 12
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