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Young people in England are required by law to stay in education or training until age 18.
16 to 18 year-olds have several options to choose from, including A-levels and T-levels. 

You could also choose to take up an apprenticeship, a traineeship or to follow part-time learning 
whilst working or volunteering.

It’s a BIG decision to make at Year 11… So we’ve put together this presentation to help you better 
understand and map out your future. 

Whats your next move?
Young people in England are required by law to stay in education or training until age 18.
16 to 18 year-olds have several options to choose from, including A-levels and T-levels. 

You could also choose to take up an Apprenticeship, a Traineeship or to follow part-time 
learning whilst working or volunteering.

It’s a BIG decision to make at Year 11… So we’ve put together this presentation to help you 
better understand and map out your future. 
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CHA Destinations 2022-2023

CHA

39%

West Herts

27%

Bucks College Group

12%

Other College

2%

Grammar School

9%

Performing Arts/Fashion 

Academy

5%

Other 6th Form

3%

Apprenticeship

3%
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Other 6th Form 

A level programmes with BTECs

What are the 3 Main Pathways? 

 Apprenticeships

 Chiltern Hills Academy Sixth Form

A mixture of A levels and BTEC qualification

 College

BTEC programmes, T Levels A levels



Which Route for Me ?

Have a PLAN “A”

and

PLAN “B”

And apply to both

Exams 
Results Career 

Direction

Learning 
Style

Assessment 
preferences

On going 
performance 

data



Pathway 1 – CHA Sixth Form

Application deadline – 31st January

• Accounting Art and Photography Biology

• Business* Chemistry  Construction*

• Dance* Drama English Lit English Lit

• French and Spanish

• Geography History Health&Social Care*

• Mathematics Media Music PE

• Physics Psychology Sociology 
Travel&Tourism*

*BTEC qualification

CHA offers a wide range of A levels and BTECs More  subject options  than many local schools

 156 students in Sixth Form – personal guidance

 Large percentage of our Sixth Formers go on to 

University 

 In 2023 our we had students who went to University 

of Southampton, Leeds, Nottingham, York, 

Birmingham, Manchester and Reading.



Pathway 1 – CHA Sixth Form

Alongside A levels and BTECs,

• UCAS application guidance

• Personal statement advice,

• CV workshops, interview skills workshops

• mock job interviews

• Work Experience week in Y12

• Apprenticeship applications workshops

• Young Enterprise

• MIND mentoring training

• DofE.

• EPQ (Extended Project Qualification

• Links with external businesses and Universities

.



• Please talk about your plans at home, with your teachers, Mrs 
Hemsworth & Mrs Mellish

Please consider the following:

 What are your favourite subjects?

 How well are you performing at school?

 The  subjects where you are most successful?

 Any career plans or longer term education plans? 

 CHA 6th Form Application deadline 31st January

Pathway 1 – CHA Sixth Form



Pathway 2 – College

 New Environment

 Fresh Start

 Wider range of courses

 Different approaches

 Have specialised facilities

 Work Focused

 Teaching and assessment methods

Vocational Courses
T Levels
BTEC First Diplomas Level 2
BTEC Extended Diplomas Level 3



Pathway 2 – College Courses

What are BTECs?

 More vocational and practical, which may suit both your learning style and what you 
want to do after you finish your studies. 

 If you know what career you’re working towards, a practical BTEC is arguably more 
useful than an A-level since you’ll be starting to get the real skills you need for the 
career you want. 

Is a BTEC going to stand in the way of a university place? 

 Not anymore but CHECK with the university you are applying to.

How are they graded? 

 Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction* grade.

BTEC Level 3 
Extended Diploma 
(counts 3 A Levels)

BTECs are an 
alternative to A 
Levels.  



Pathway 2 – College Courses

 This new nationally recognised qualification is aimed at those who already have a 
very particular career path in mind, with the course blending technical learning and 
extensive work placements. 

 Taking one T Level is the equivalent of three A Levels, and the focus is on one 
particular area, 

 T Levels are also graded by Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction *, and give a 
thorough grounding in the knowledge and experience needed for a career in the 
given subject. 

 80% college, 20% work placement.

T LEVELS 

West Herts Courses

• Building Services - Engineering for Construction Electrotechnical

• Design, Surveying and Planning for Construction - Civil Engineering

• Design Surveying and Planning for Construction - Surveying & Design

• Education and Early Years - Assisting Teaching Health

Supporting the Adult Nursing Team

Bucks College Group Courses

• Digital : Production, Design & Development

• Digital : Support Services

• Education & Childcare

• Supporting Healthcare

• Supporting Mental Health Teams

• Laboratory Science

• Plumbing & Heating Engineering

• Team Leadership & Management



Pathway 2 – College Courses

Animal Care

Art and Design

Beauty

Building

Business

Child Care

Computing

Electrician

Engineer

Fashion

Food

Hairdressing

Health and Social

Hospitality

Media

Mechanic

Music

Performing Arts

Plumbing

Public Services

Science

Sport

Travel and Tourism





Find out what West Herts has to offer by watching the following video. Click here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1ZoUqnVRQ0&t=3s




 Three campuses – Aylesbury, Amersham and Wycombe.

 State-of-the-art facilities filled with specialist and

professional equipment, salons, studios, and workshop.

 Over 21 subjects, with over 145 courses for you to

choose from ranging from: media production, sport,

music, science, art and design to business and

law. Brand new business suite.

 NB Their business courses, accounting and finance were

oversubscribed this year so early application

recommended





BCA – Land based, Creative, Technical, Active in 
a 400 acre estate

Land-based

 Agriculture

 Animal Management

 Equestrian Studies

 Horticulture

Creative

 Art and Design

 Media Production

 Production Arts

 Performing Arts

Technical

 Applied Science

 Business

 Early Years

 Health & Social Care

 Motor Vehicle

Active

 Sports Studies

 Outdoor Education

 Protective Services

 Sports Academies 

(including links with 

Maidenhead United)

COURSES



Pathway 2 – Open Days

College Event Date Time

West Herts – Watford 09-Mar-24 9.30am-1pm

West Herts – Hemel Hempstead 02-Mar 9.30am-12.30pm

Bucks College – Amersham 13-Mar 5pm-6.45pm

Bucks College – Aylesbury 
16-Mar 10am-1pm

Bucks College – High Wycombe 19-Mar 5pm – 6.45pm

Berkshire College of Agriculture

04-Mar

10am-2pm

Berkshire College of Agriculture Taster Day 14-Mar 9.30am-4.30pm



Pathway 2 – Student numbers

Type
West Herts

College
Buckinghamshire

College Group

Locations

Watford

Hemel Hempstead

Luton

Aylesbury

Amersham

High Wycombe

Students 16-18 6000 3000

Adults 2700 1200

Apprentices 450 500

Total 9150 4700



Pathway 3 – Apprenticeships

WORK BASED LEARNING

 Learn and earn

 Experience real work

 Day release to college

 Gain skills and qualifications

 Assessed at work
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Pathway 3 – Apprenticeships 

Is Apprenticeship right for me – click here to view the video

https://video1.juniperwebsites.co.uk/files/ovw1/170/jgroom@chacademy.co.uk/Careers/isanapprenticeshipforme.mp4?


Pathway 3 – Apprenticeships

Example of Intermediate Apprenticeship 
– Level 2

Grade 4 Maths and English desired

https://www.gov.uk/apply-
apprenticeship

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship


Pathway 3 – Apprenticeships

Example of Advanced Apprenticeship –
equivalent to A levels – gaining a Level 3 
in Business and Administration

Grade 4 GCSEs or above
A levels desired

https://www.gov.uk/apply-
apprenticeship

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship


Pathway 3 – Apprenticeships

Example of Advanced Apprenticeship –
equivalent to A levels – gaining a Level 3 
qualification through the Pension 
Management Institute

Grade 5 GCSEs or above
A levels desired

https://www.gov.uk/apply-
apprenticeship

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship


Pathway 3 – Apprenticeships

https://www.youtube.com/embed/26HYYwPWSUk

https://www.youtube.com/embed/26HYYwPWSUk


Pathway 3 – Apprenticeships

WORK BASED LEARNING

 Sign up to Find an 
Apprenticeship on Gov.uk 
website

 Important to create or develop 
a really strong CV & LinkedIn 
account

How to Find an Apprenticeship-https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship


Pathway 3 – Apprenticeships

WORK BASED LEARNING

 Which employers offers 
Apprenticeships?
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Unifrog an award-winning online careers platform – free to all CHA students

Explore your career interests and compare every Further Education course, every 

Apprenticeship and every University in the UK and internationally, to help you make 

informed decisions about your future.

Explore Pathways – take personality quizzes, interest and skills profiles 

Compare every opportunity– you can compare every university course, every 

apprenticeship and every FE course both in the UK and Internationally and create your own 

personal shortlists.

Help with applications – simplify the application process with help and advice for your CV, 

Personal Statement and job applications.

Track and manage interactions – you can document all your career related activity and 

extracurricular activities in one place in your Unifrog account.

Students can access your Unifrog account from your welcome email. For those who cannot 

remember their password, please re-set it online here

Parents and Guardians. You can also sign up to Unifrog. Please use this QR code or access 

the website here

Tools to help you with your choices

https://www.unifrog.org/
https://www.unifrog.org/
https://www.unifrog.org/
https://www.unifrog.org/sign-in
http://www.unifrog.org/code


www.unfrog.org



Pathways can lead in many 

different directions. 

Research your options – have a Plan A     
and Plan B – and apply to both

What are your favourite subjects?

How well are you performing at school?

What are the courses where you are most 

successful?

Any career plans or longer term education 

plans? 

CHA 6th Form Application deadline 31st

January
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More Information

https://www.chilternhillsacademy.co.uk/careers



Your Options After 
Year 11

Any questions?

Prepared by The CHA Careers Team

January 2024


