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Last week, Year 10 and Year 11 students had the opportunity to attend a fascinating talk from Mr 
Tom Martin, a Hansard Sub Editor at the UK Parliament. Mr Martin gave an engaging insight into 
how the House of Commons works and the important role it plays in shaping the laws that 
affect our everyday lives. 

He explained how Members of Parliament debate issues, scrutinise the government, and pass 
new laws, all while representing the people who elected them. Mr Martin also highlighted how 
decisions made in Parliament can directly affect young people. For example, current 
discussions include proposals such as a potential social media ban for under-16s and the 
possibility of extending voting rights to 16 and 17-year-olds. 

A key focus of the talk was Hansard, the official report of everything said in the House of 
Commons. Hansard ensures there is an accurate and permanent record of parliamentary 
debates. Mr Martin described how sub editors carefully proofread the reports, correcting 
spelling and grammar, checking facts and quotations, and ensuring everything follows 
Parliament’s official house style so that the record is clear and reliable. 

Mr Martin also shared how he came to work in Parliament and spoke about the huge range of 
careers available within the House of Commons. As well as MPs, Parliament employs 
researchers, lawyers, editors, security staff, caterers, plumbers, and many other professionals 
who help keep the institution running smoothly. His talk gave students a valuable insight into 
both the work of Hansard and the many career paths that exist behind the scenes at the House 
of Commons. 

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to Mr Martin for taking the time to visit the school 
and share his knowledge and experiences with our students. His talk was both informative, 
inspiring and greatly appreciated by everyone who attended. 

 


