Akram Khan
Background & Upbringing

Full Name: Akram Khan MBE

Date of Birth: 29 July 1974

Heritage: British Bangladeshi, born in Wimbledon, London

Early Life: Grew up between traditional Bangladeshi culture and Western London
life, influencing his dual-identity focus.

Early Training: Began Kathak at age 7 under Pratap Pawar; performed in Peter
Brook’s *Mahabharata* at age 13.

Academic Training: Studied at De Montfort University and Northern School of
Contemporary Dance (NSCD).

Company Formation: Founded Akram Khan Company (2000) with producer
Farooq Chaudhry.

Dance Style & Influences

* Fusion of Forms — Integrates Kathak and contemporary dance techniques.
* Cultural Duality — Explores East/West, tradition/modernity, and
identity/belonging.

* Rhythmic Complexity — Use of tatkar (footwork) and bols (spoken rhythm).
» Expressivity — Incorporates abhinaya (expression/gesture).

* Collaborative Process — Works with musicians, visual artists, and writers.

* Themes — Identity, faith, migration, homeland, transformation.

Funding & Production Features

* Akram Khan Company — Small independent company supported by Arts
Council England (NPO).

* Co-Production Model — Collaborates with Sadler's Wells, Théatre de la Ville
(Paris), and others.

* Producer Role — Faroog Chaudhry manages financial/strategic planning.

* Touring — International reach sustains company funding.

* Education/Outreach — Workshops and cross-cultural artist development.

Overall Stylistic & Thematic Traits

Movement Style: Fusion of Kathak (precision, rhythm, storytelling) and
contemporary (fluid, grounded).

Themes: Identity, belonging, hybridity, spirituality, human connection.
Music: Combination of live and recorded, East-West blend (Nitin Sawhney,
Jocelyn Pook).

Technology: Multimedia, animation, and projection enhance narrative.
Choreographic Devices: Motif development, repetition, contrast, call-and-
response, gesture integration.
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Analytical Summar

Akram Khan'’s work bridges cultures and redefines dance identity. His
choreography reflects the tension between

tradition and innovation, celebrating hybrid identity as a creative strength. His
collaborations expand the global

language of dance and foster intercultural understanding through rhythm,
storytelling, and emotion.
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